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Chesterfield Historical Society 

Attendance Increasing  

at Historic Village  
 The historical society saw a 25% increase 

in event attendance in 2022. 1,201 people         

attended the four events in 2022, 243 more than in 

2021 (958).  

 2022 was a busy summer  for the        

Chesterfield Historical Society. In July the          

historical society approved a mission statement: 

“To preserve and educate the community about 

the history of life in Chesterfield Township.” 344 

people attended the World War II reenactment on 

July 23 and 24. On August 13 and 14 the Vietnam 

reenactment drew 157 guests. And 248 people  

attended Heritage Days on September 17.  

 A public television documentary filmed at 

the Vietnam reenactment focusing on the soldiers 

coming back from war. An area was staged in the 

tall grass behind the Blacksmith shop.  

Become a Member! 

The Chesterfield           

Historical Society meets at 

the Chesterfield           

Township Library, 50560 

Patricia Ave. on the first 

Monday of the month at 

6:30 pm. All are welcome.  

Special thank you to Deborah Bach, 
Kathy Vosburg, and Linda Hartman 
for providing photos for this issue. 

New Virtual Tour  
 The Chesterfield Historical Society 

website has an exciting new feature: a     

virtual tour of the  historic village with a 360 

degree view of the inside of each building. 

The new online tour will allow the historical 

society to reach out to members of the  

community who have moved away and 

have memories of the historic buildings. The    

virtual tour will also allow guests to see the 

interior of the buildings when they are 

closed. Thank you to Jason Price of Virtual 

World Innovation for digitally photographing 

the  historic village and creating the online 

tour.  
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Deborah Bach, Rick Wirck and Elizabeth 

Ron Lathrop 

Sunday service in Weller Schoolhouse 

Deborah Bach, Rick Wirck and Elizabeth 

World War II Reenactment 

Vietnam Reenactment 
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The Immanuel Lutheran Church Ladies Aid  

toured the historic village on August 17.  

The October 27, 1993 Bay Voice reported the first elected officers of the Chesterfield Historical 

Society. The society hosted the first meeting on March 8, 1993.  

Do You Remember When…. 

Mystery Tour Heritage Days 
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Commemorative Souvenir School Cards 

 

  Today it is common to receive a yearbook to remember the teacher and 

classmates from a particular school year. In the late nineteenth and early twentieth 

centuries many rural schools presented pupils with a small commemorative       

souvenir school card.  The 3 inch by 5 inch cards included the school name,   

teacher’s name, names of members of the school board and the names of pupils. 

 The Bernard and Ceola Trinity History Collection archive includes four             

commemorative souvenir cards which were given to students as a memento of the 

school year. These four cards are from three different one room schoolhouses in 

Chesterfield Township.  

 Some commemorative souvenir school cards were very elaborate booklets 

like the 1908 souvenir booklet from Quick Road School, District Number 8. On the 

upper left of the cover is a photo of the teacher, Mabel A. Lemmon. Inside is a thin, 

almost translucent page with light lettering that reads “In memory of days spent  

together in the school room this token is presented with the compliments of YOUR 

TEACHER.” The next page is a sewn-in insert listing the school name, district, 

teacher, and pupils. The following pages contain a poem accompanied by printed 

illustrations acknowledging the hard work of both teacher and his students 

throughout the year. These small commemorative booklets were ordered through 

Seibert Publishers of New Philadelphia, Ohio.  

 The majority of the school cards in the Trinity collection are less elaborate 

and are simply two cards fastened by a ribbon. The front card features the name of 

the school, teacher and school board and the second card includes a list of the  

pupils. Examples of these are the 1902 souvenir card from Quick Road School and 

a photocopy of the 1898 card from Salt River School. This shows 50 pupils from 8 

families. Currently, the two cards are the only information we have about Quick 

Road School in the local archives.  

 A fourth card style is a photocopy of a commemorative card from Bates 

school, about 1912. All the information is on one card.  

 These historic cards are a valuable resource for the historian to research the 

one room schoolhouses of Chesterfield Township. You can view the cards and 

many more items in the online archive at  http://sbrb-montage.auto-graphics.com/  
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  Commemorative Souvenir School Cards 

1902 and 1908 Quick Road School cards 
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Contact us 

Phone: 586-949-0400 ext. 6499    Email: chesterfieldhistory@yahoo.com 

Website: https://www.chesterfieldhistoricalsociety.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Chesterfield-Historical-Society-of-Michigan-

117264017216/ 

https://www.facebook.com/Chesterfield-Historical-Society-of-Michigan-117264017216/
https://www.facebook.com/Chesterfield-Historical-Society-of-Michigan-117264017216/

