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2nd Annual Historic Village
Winter Walk Big Success
The historical village was open for visitors to stroll through our winter
holiday themed village. Ten businesses and community supporters
sponsored pre-decorated lamp posts and ground displays. The display
ran from December 4 to January 31. All the lamp posts were
sponsored and some light poles also had a ground display. See photos

In Memoriam
William J. Krul passed
away on June 26, 2022 at
the age of 80. Bill spent 26
years with the Macomb
County Sheriff Department
and was an early member
of the Chesterfield
Historical Society.
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Record Number See Ste. Claire
Voyageurs & History Alive
A record number of visitors enjoyed the June 4 and June 5 reenactors
at the Chesterfield Historical Society historic village. The 452 total
does not include the many volunteers and reenactors. Saturday, June

Become a Member!

4th’s visitor total of 388 was the highest in memory. Last year 366

The Chesterfield
Historical Society meets
at the Chesterfield
Township Library, 50560
Patricia Ave. on the first
Monday of the month at
6:30 pm. All are welcome.
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visitors attended the two day event. Photos of the two day event are

Special thank you to Deborah Bach,
Kathy Vosburg and Duane Vosburg
for providing photos for this issue.

Chesterfield Twp.
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Historic Village Winter Walk

Thank you Boy Scout Troop 1490!

Boy Scout Troop 1490 of St. Clair Shores tent camped in the historic village and replaced wood and
repainted the Trinity Buildings of the blacksmith shop and the general store on April 23, 2022.
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Ste. Claire Voyageurs & History Alive

Ste. Claure Voyageur Reenactors

Shawn and Steve Marlar in the blacksmith shop

Rick Wirick

Sandra Vezina

Deborah Bach

Kathy Vosburg

JoAnn Power
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Native American Marker Trees
Have you ever wondered why some trees are misshapen? People have
been warping trees for years. Sometimes, a tree’s odd shape is the result of
human intervention for the purposes of wayfinding and navigation. By altering their
natural growth pattern as a young sapling, Native Americans used trail marker
trees as a sign for travel routes and important landmarks.
Favorite tree selection for these trees were oak, maple and elm. These
species were selected for their flexibility in youth, but were a hardwood in maturity.
Marker trees were bent in the direction of a frequently visited destination such as a
water source, campsite, or a safe river crossing. A traveler through the woods
might venture into a meadow area and find himself unsure of the correct path. A
marker tree bent in the direction of the destination would lead the way. Often easily
discernible, but sometimes covert, these trees let Native Americans know they
were headed the right way. Conversely, a distinctive marker tree from one tribe
might act as a “no trespassing” sign to the member of another tribe who might
stumble upon it.
Marker trees are prevalent throughout the Midwest and as far away as
Texas. These special trees are found throughout Michigan. On the site of the
former Grand Traverse County Fairgrounds, now known as Civic Center Park,
stands a protected Indian Trail Marker Tree. This particular tree in Traverse
City, Michigan, is estimated to be approximately 200 years old. In 2016, updated
protective fencing was added around the tree, along with a new stone historic
marker signifying its importance to Native American history in the Great Lakes
Region.
In 1930 two Ojibwa men at the request of a park designer recreated a trail
using ancient techniques to create marker trees. The path led along an old Indian
trail from Chicaugon Lake to Fortune Lake in Iron County, Michigan.
According to “Native American Trail Maker Trees” Facebook page, a marker
tree was also discovered in East Tawas County, Michigan. And the Mining Journal
has documented five marker trees in Marquette County, Michigan.
Marker trees are continually being discovered. In January 2022 an oddly
shaped tree in Milford, Michigan was evaluated by the Great Lakes Trail Marker
Tree Society and deemed to be an authentic marker tree.
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Let us know if you discover a marker tree in Chesterfield Township.
For more information
Great Lakes Trail Maker Tree Association
http://www.greatlakestrailtreesociety.org/
The History of Marker Trees
https://www.deeproot.com/blog/blogentries/the-history-of-marker-trees/

Native Americans would bend a tree sapling to create a marker tree

Marker tree in Milford, Michigan

Travis City, Michigan

Northern Marquette, Michigan

Happy Sweet 16!
The Chesterfield Historical Society's Historic Village at 47275 Sugarbush
Road opened sixteen years ago on September 24, 2006.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2022
JUNE 4th, SAT. 10 – 4, June 5th SUN. 10 – 3 pm
STE. CLAIRE VOYAGEURS & HISTORY ALIVE

Come see the Ste. Claire Voyageurs, 1750 era French fur trade reenactors and History Alive! “A
Timeline of Historical Re-enactors.” Historians in period clothing, encampments and displays will tell
the story of Macomb County’s history, from the early days of the fur trade through the war on global
terror. A donation of $1 per person or $2 per family is suggested. Food and drinks will be available for
purchase.

JUNE 26th, SUNDAY 1 – 4 pm

MICHIGAN LOG CABIN DAY

JULY 23rd, SATURDAY 10 – 4 pm, JULY 24th, SUNDAY, 10 -3 pm
WORLD WAR II REENACTMENT

We will host the Michigan Military Technical & Historical Society in public demonstration of a
uthentic World War II combat, encampment life and vehicle displays. The event will feature both an
Allied & Axis encampment for public displays with two public battles on both days (11 am & 2
pm). Military vehicles will be on display. Food and drinks will be available for purchase. Entrance fee is
a donation of $1 per person or $2 for a family.

AUGUST 13th, SATURDAY 10 – 4 pm, AUGUST 14th, SUNDAY 10 – 3 pm
VIETNAM ERA REENACTMENT

Presented by the Michigan Military Technical & Historical Society. Food and drinks will be available for
purchase. Entrance fee is a donation of $1 per person or $2 for a family.

SEPTEMBER 17th, SAT. 10 – 4 pm

HERITAGE DAYS

Enjoy hands on activities, photos and games, a “Kids Tent” and candle making, rope making, corn
grinding, scavenger hunt, craft show and more. Food and drinks will be available for purchase.
Entrance fee is a donation of $1 per person or $2 for a family.

Please note event details are subject to change

Contact us
Phone: 586-949-0400 ext. 6499

Email: chesterfieldhistory@yahoo.com

Website: https://www.chesterfieldhistoricalsociety.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Chesterfield-Historical-Society-of-Michigan117264017216/

