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Boy Scouts Paint Weller School
The Weller School, in the
township historical area, got a
fresh coat of paint on July
16th and 17th, compliments
of Troop 211 Boy Scout Kevin Gawronski and friends.
Kevin will receive Eagle
Scout credit for his endeavors.
Kevin first ran a bottle drive
to raise the approximately
$250.00 needed to purchase
the paint. He was greatly
aided by good Samaritans
such as the Anchor Bay Lions, who donated 10 gallons
of red paint, as well as Lowe’s, who donated 5 paint
brushes and 6 paint rollers.
Tee Pee Construction donated
the use of a port-a-john.
Although there was a huge
rainstorm on Saturday, by
Sunday Kevin and his over
20 helpers were finishing up
right on schedule.
Kevin also wanted to thank
Dave DeSmithers, Ron Decumen, Phillip Keppens, and
Matthew B. Pius, among others.
Great job!

Euchre Tournament
Oct. 28th and
Nov. 25th
New Baltimore
VFW-in the Cove
Advance Tix-$10
At the Door-$15
(See Page 3)

Harvest
Dinner

Karl Mark Pall Gives
Chesterfield History Talk
Esteemed member Karl
Mark Pall gave a Chesterfield history presentation at the July 5th, 2005
meeting. Karl conducts
history classes at Macomb College and other
establishments and is the
chairperson of the Macomb Co. Historical
Commission. Karl’s
sister recently died, but
trooper that he is, he
spoke at our meeting
before heading to the
funeral home. He included many old maps of the
area in his presentation.
Many of the maps were
rare and all were informative. Karl also
talked about the salt flats
that once dotted the area,
the significance of a

McNiff map, as well as
some of the Native
American and French
early history and settlements of the area.
Bob Mack, who was
rescheduled from August
due to the August picnic
meeting being held in
Brandenburg Park, will
be the September meeting speaker. He will
share some “new” slides
he recently acquired regarding the history of our
area.

The September meeting
will be Tuesday, September 6th.

Thursday
November 3rd
Salt River Banquet
Hall-23 Mile Rd.
Advance Tix-$25.00
At the Door-$30.00
Vocal and Silent
Auction/50/50 drawings/Lots of Prizes
(See Page 3)

Next MeetingTuesday,
September 6th
Program by
Bob Mack
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Updated Mile Road Names List
Ave.
2 Mile Road-Joy Road
3 Mile Road-Plymouth Rd.
4 Mile Road-Schoolcraft Rd.
5 Mile Road-Fenkell Ave.
6 Mile Road-McNichols Ave.
7 Mile Road-Moross Ave.
8 Mile Road-Baseline; Vernier
9-12 Mile Roads-???
13 Mile Road-Chicago Rd.
14 Mile Road-???
15 Mile Road-Maple Rd.
16 Mile Road-Metro Parkway; Big Beaver
17 Mile Road-Wattles
18 Mile Road-Long Lake Rd.
19 Mile Road-Square Lake Rd.
20 Mile Road-Hall Rd., Rosso Hwy., Highland Rd.
21 Mile Road-Shoemaker Rd.
22 Mile Road-Pattyn Rd.
23 Mile Road-Telegraph; Whiskey Rd.
24 Mile Rd.-Cemetery Rd.
25 Mile Rd.-Arnold Rd.
26 Mile Rd.-Marine City Hwy.
27-30 Mile Rd.-????
31 Mile Rd.-Division
32-33 Mile Rd.-????
34 Mile Rd.-Predmore

In the last issue of the newsletter, we discussed how some
of the mile roads, while mostly known by their mile road
designations, such as 14 Mile
Road, actually have had a
name of some sort and not
just a number. Herein lies our
revised list. Thanks to Dr.
Earl Hartman and Sue Keffer
who filled in a lot of the list
that we didn’t have. Earl
even sent citations for his information! In fact, from
Earl’s information, cited to
the Detroit Almanac, page 20,
we learn that the east-west
mile roads, found at one-mile
intervals traveling north, start
at Ford Road, which would
therefore technically be “0
Mile.” The miles were originally based on the number of
miles from the intersection of
Michigan Avenue and Woodward Avenue (beginning of
Woodward Avenue) in downtown Detroit-going due north
from there. Thus Ford Road
starts at the intersection of
these two primary roads.
There is a Detroit News website that gives the history of
how Detroit streets got their
name. It can be found at:
http://info.detnews.com/
history/story/index.cfm?
id=199&category=locations .
Thanks again Earl, Sue,
George, and Lorraine!

0 Mile Road-Ford Rd.
1 Mile Road-Warren
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Meeting Updates
•

•

•

Roy Rivard announced a
Euchre Tournament for
Friday, October 28th and
Friday, November 25th at
the New Baltimore VFW
Hall on 23 Mile Rd. The
VFW is donating space in
the Cove for the events.
George Deebe went back
to 29 Mile Rd. and
Campground, the original
site of our log cabin, to
gather up many of the
foundation and chimney
stones that were left behind. Good work George!
The Harvest Dinner will
be held on Thursday, November 3rd at the Salt
River Banquet Hall on 23
Mile. There will be a vocal and silent auction,
50/50 drawings, and a
great turkey dinner! Tickets will be $25.00 in advance and $30.00 at the
door. George has
“merchant letters” for anyone who wants to pick

•
•

•

one up at his Furton’s Realty Office on Gratiot at
22 Mile Rd. The letters
authorize society members to pick up items from
local merchants for our
vocal and silent auctions.
Welcome to new member
Tom Krocek.
We have received estimates for finishing up the
Weller School addition. It
includes $1,460 to wire
the annex, $630 for siding, $3,087 to hook up the
furnace, $7,900 to hook
up gas. Also, DTE wants
$10,300 to hook up the
electricity. Looks like we
have our work cut out for
us!
Society members prepped
the Weller school on July
12th before the painting
by the Boy Scouts on July
16th and 17th. They
sanded doors, painted siding, and got their pictures
on the front of the Week-

•

•

end Voice for their efforts!
George Deebe brought the
July meeting refreshments
and Karl won the 50/50
drawing.
Upon completion of the
log cabin foundation, we
will be able to get inside
and start getting it ready
for viewing. We have recently received a few donations for furnishings
inside the cabin. This includes the donation by
Gail Zabowski of an early
1900’s quilt sewed in this
area by her grandmother,
Louise DeMars. Please
contact George Furton or
Burr Tucker if you have
items you would like to
donate to the society.

Presidential Ponderings
Everything is shaping up
nicely for our society this
summer. The addition on the
Weller School is just about
finished (thanks to Duane
Vosburg, Roy Rivard, Mark
Cornwell, and George Nitchie
[Cornwell & Nitchie Construction] and everybody else
who helped!), the Boy Scouts
have painted the school, we
are completing the foundation

work on the log cabin, and
much more. Attendance at
meetings is picking up, and
we are adding new members
every month! Fund-raising is
at an all-time-high, and we
have regular programs at our
meetings now. We even have
a regular newsletter now! For
a long time, it seemed like
progress came slowly. But in
the past couple of years, we

have rallied and really started
to get our goals accomplished. Thanks to you, our
members, we are completing
a historical village that will
remind folks in our fastgrowing region what life was
like in the early days of our
township.
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Summer Fun!
On June 25th, 2005, Richmond held their “Log Cabin
Days” and New Haven had a
Classic Car Show at their
newly-restored depot.
If you haven’t seen Richmond’s historical area, check
it out! They are located at the
edge of Beebe St. Park and
have recently added a nice
walkway from the portion of
the park that was formerly the
horseshoe game area.
Richmond has a log cabin
(nicely furnished in period
style), old schoolhouse (also

completely furnished in period style), and their original
train depot. The president of
the Richmond Historical Society, George Fealko, very
generously showed us the
whole area, even the lockedup parts! It was very nice to
see such a great job of historical preservation and right in
our own backyard, so to speak
Richmond also had historical
tours and re-enactions as part
of the celebration, held every
year on the 3rd Saturday in
June.

New Haven Depot

Many artifacts are on display in the Richmond school.

New Haven spent a number
of years first trying to procure
their original train depot from
the railroad. Then they spent
a number of years restoring itand it shows! President
George Drake of the Save
Our Depot organization invites all historical-minded
individuals to check out the
restored depot on Victoria St.
off New Haven Road.

Mural inside train depot depicting bygone days.

Civil War Cannons on display at Richmond Log Cabin Days
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Society Holds August Picnic Meeting at Brandenburg

The August 2nd meeting of the Chesterfield Twp. Historical
Society was held at Brandenburg Park. It was a pot luck/picnic.
A good time was had by all the participants! Congratulations to
Kelly Jo Smolarek who received a plaque commemorating her
efforts on the acquisition of the log cabin.

Upcoming Local History Events
Friday, August 26th and Saturday, August 27th

Bath City Festival

Downtown Mt. Clemens

Help Celebrate the history of Mt. Clemens and Macomb County-lots of historical
displays in special historical tents, new cannon dedication, rides, tours, and more!!

Saturday, September 24, 2005

New Baltimore Historical Society History Fair
Downtown New Baltimore

Historical Re-enactments, Tours, Displays, and More!
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Bay Rama Parade
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Chesterfield Twp.
Historical Society :
PresidentGeorge Furton
Vice-PresidentRoy Rivard
SecretaryKathy Vosburg
TreasurerMary Darden
TrusteesGeorge Deebe
Burr Tucker (Curator)
Past PresidentDon Howitt
Board LiaisonBrian DeMuynck

The Chesterfield Township Historical Society participated in the New Baltimore Bay
Rama Parade on June 26th. Thanks to everyone who participated. Nice T-Shirts!!

Please send any corrections, additions, or comments to:

ChesterfieldHistory@yahoo.com

Newsletter EditorsAlan Naldrett
Deb Walsh

Bay-Rama photos by George Furton.

