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Chesterfield Historical Society 

Talking Tulips 

Become a Member! 

The Chesterfield Historical  

Society meets at the         

Chesterfield Township Library, 

50560 Patricia Ave. on the 

first Monday of the month at 

6:30 pm. All are welcome.  

 Chesterfield Township used to be home to many flower bulb growers. Nick Koenig 

was born in Germany, immigrated to the United States in 1911 and worked at a Detroit 

steel foundry until poor health forced him to retire in 1922. Three years later, the 31 year-

old moved to New Baltimore and began growing dahlias as a hobby. The hobby turned into 

a career and by 1930 he established Lakeside Gardens on 23 Mile Road near Jefferson. 

The business continued until 1980.    

 Theodore de Groot was born in Holland and started work 

in 1916 as an international bulb salesman in New York for the 

Holland bulb industry. In 1919 he moved to Chesterfield    

Township and founded the United Bulb Company at 47701 

Gratiot Avenue. The bulbs raised in Chesterfield Township 

were sold wholesale all over the United 

States. In highest demand were gladiolas, 

followed by daffodils and peonies. The 126 acre bulb farm was in       

operation into the late 1980s-early 1990s. 

 Gerald Kabel was born in Holland. He immigrated to the United 

States in 1911 with his wife and infant son and worked in the              

automobile industry. In 1940 he moved to  Chesterfield Township and 

established the Kabel Tulip Farm at 48936 North Gratiot which included 

a windmill. He operated the tulip farm until his death in 1968.  



P a g e  2  T h e  J o u r n a l  

 

Winter Walk Sponsors 

Thank you! 
 

Anderson, Einstein, Westrick    Joe Ballor Towing 

Anchor Bay Rotary     Linda Hartman 

Brad Kersten      MGM Container Services 

Doris & Mark Babich     Seibert & Dloski 

Duane & Kathy Vosburg    Selfridge-Chesterfield Lions  

Franklin Adcox      Spalding DeDecker 

The annual Chesterfield Township Holiday Tree Lighting took place on    

December 5. Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus visited the historical village after 

the tree lighting and the Weller School was again the setting for an          

opportunity to take a photo with Mr. and Mrs. Claus. The chapel and log 

cabin were also open to visitors.  
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Bridging Our Past & Present 
 In the fall of 2025 a new bridge to the historical village was completed. This   

replaced the old  pedestrian bridge over the Au Vase Creek.  

Celebrating the Nation’s 
250th Birthday 

 Chesterfield Township is the home of four American Revolutionary War        

Veterans.  

Daniel Haskins (1744-1830) fought in the French and Indian War and served      

           seven enlistments with the Vermont Militia in the American Revolution.  

John Crittenden (1761-1852) was a private in the Massachusetts Militia.  

Asahel Haskins (son of Daniel) (1765-1835) was a private in the Massachusetts 

  Militia and fought in the Battle of Stone Arabia in New York.  

Brooks Howard (1765-1858) served as a substitute for his father John Howard.    

  Brooks was a private in the Vermont Militia and performed guard  

  duty and scouting parties. 
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2026 CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

2026 events sponsored by: 
 

Frank Adcox                                                                                                         
 
 
JUNE 28th, SUNDAY 1 – 4 pm   MICHIGAN LOG CABIN DAY 
Log cabin will be open along with hands on activities on the lawn.  

 
 
JULY 11

th
, SATURDAY 10 – 4 pm, JULY 12

th,
 SUNDAY, 10 -3 pm                              

History Alive 250: Time Line 
We will host the Michigan Military Technical & Historical Society History Alive 250 A Celebration of 
the United States Semi quincentennial with reenactors representing American military actions from 1776 
to 2026. Battle and skirmish events on both days. Food and drink will be available for purchase. Entrance 
fee is a donation of $1 per person of $2 for a family. 

 
 
AUGUST 8th, SATURDAY 10 – 4 pm, AUGUST 9th, SUNDAY 10 – 3 pm  
WORLD WAR II REENACTMENT 
We will host the Michigan Military Technical & Historical Society in public demonstration of authen-
tic World War II combat, encampment life and vehicle displays. The event will feature both an Allied & 
Axis encampment for public displays with two public battles on both days (11 am & 2 pm). Military ve-
hicles will be on display. Food and drinks will be available for purchase. Entrance fee is a donation of $1 
per person or $2 for a family.  

 
 
SEPTEMBER 12th, SAT. 10 – 4 pm     HERITAGE DAYS 
Enjoy hands on activities, photos and games, a “Kids Tent” and candle making, rope making, corn grind-
ing, scavenger hunt, craft show and more. Food and drinks will be available for purchase.  
Entrance fee is a donation of $1 per person or $2 for a family.  
 
 

 
Please note event details are subject to change 

 

 

 

Contact us 

Phone: 586-949-0400 ext. 6499   Email: chesterfieldhistory@yahoo.com 

Website: https://www.chesterfieldhistoricalsociety.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Chesterfield-Historical-Society-of-Michigan-

117264017216/ 

https://www.facebook.com/Chesterfield-Historical-Society-of-Michigan-117264017216/
https://www.facebook.com/Chesterfield-Historical-Society-of-Michigan-117264017216/

